WILDLIFE SCIENCE
Course Code:  5674
COURSE DESCRIPTION:

The Wildlife Science course is designed to teach technical knowledge and skills for entry-level positions in the conservation and/or management of wildlife enterprises.

Typical instructional activities include hands-on experiences with analyzing problems and developing site plans including the essential elements, concepts, and skills related to wildlife management; understanding basic ecological concepts; implementing habitat management practices; identifying wildlife and fish species; analyzing policies, laws and regulations, and using natural resources for outdoor recreation; participation in personal and community leadership development activities and planning and implementing a relevant supervised agricultural experience; and participating in FFA activities
This course is a component of the following Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources Pathways:

· Environmental and Natural Resources Management 

OBJECTIVE:

Given the necessary equipment, supplies, and facilities, the student, upon completion of the prescribed number of instructional hours, will be able to successfully complete the following core competencies.

Credit:  1 Unit
RECOMMENDED TEXTBOOKS:

Wildlife and Natural Resources Management - Delmar 

Fish and Wildlife, Principles of Zoology and Ecology - Delmar
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:

Environmental Resources Lesson Plan Library – CAERT, Inc. 
Advisor’s Guide to the Student FFA Handbook
Unit A   Developing Leadership Skills in Agriculture
Lesson 1. Planning and Organizing an FFA Meeting

Student Learning Objectives:. Instruction in this lesson should result in students achieving the following objectives:


1. Explain how to plan a meeting and develop the order of business.


2. Describe how to set up the meeting room.


3. Explain the parliamentary procedure used in an FFA meeting.

Lesson 2. Developing an Awareness for Your Community

Student Learning Objectives:. Instruction in this lesson should result in students achieving the following objectives:


1. Describe the meaning and importance of community service.


2. List and identify community service organizations.

3. Explain how FFA members can be involved with community

    improvement and development.  
        

Lesson 3. State FFA Degree

Student Learning Objectives:. Instruction in this lesson should result in students achieving the following objectives:

1. List the requirements for the State FFA Degree.

2. Explain how a FFA member can obtain the State FFA Degree.

Unit B    Supervised Experience in Agriculture


Lesson 1. Keeping and Using SAE Records

Student Learning Objectives: Instruction in this lesson should result in students achieving the following objectives:




1. Explain how SAE records are organized.




2. Identify the procedures to making entries in the SAE records.




3. Explain how to summarize and analyze the SAE records.




Lesson 2. Making Long Range Plans for Expanding SAE Programs

Student Learning Objective: Instruction in this lesson should result in students achieving the following objectives:

:


1. Identify the factors that should be considered in expanding an  SAE program.




2. Explain how placement and ownership SAE programs may be expanded.

Unit C:
Introduction to Wildlife
Lesson 1—Exploring the History and the Importance of Wildlife Conservation

Student Learning Objectives. Instruction in this lesson should result in studentsachieving the following objectives:

1. Explain the history of wildlife conservation.

2. Describe the national policies that impact wildlife conservation.

3. Identify historical people related to wildlife conservation.

4. Describe the values of wildlife.

5. Define wildlife conservation and wildlife management.

Lesson 2—Describing Species Endangerment

Student Learning Objectives. Instruction in this lesson should result in students achieving the following objectives:

1. Define endangerment and extinction.

2. Describe how wildlife becomes endangered and list examples of endangered wildlife.

3. Explain how endangered wildlife species are managed.

4. Describe the Endangered Species Act.

Lesson 3—Identifying Problems Caused by Wildlife

Student Learning Objectives. Instruction in this lesson should result in students achieving the following objectives:

1. Describe human health problems associated with wildlife.

2. Explain other problems related to wildlife.

3. Identify laws associated to wildlife control.

Unit D:
Wildlife Biology and Ecosystems


Lesson 1—Understanding Life Processes

Student Learning Objectives. Instruction in this lesson should result in    

students achieving the following objectives:

1. Explain important life processes of wildlife organisms.

2. Describe the life span stages of wildlife.

3. Distinguish between the feeding groups.

4. Describe how ecosystems are important in wildlife biology.

Lesson 2—Understanding the Food Chain and Natural Selection

Student Learning Objectives. Instruction in this lesson should result in students achieving the following objectives:

1. Describe scientific classification and naming of animal wildlife.

2. Identify life-sustaining processes in animal wildlife.

3. Distinguish wildlife reproductive processes.

4. Explain the major nutrient needs of animal wildlife.

5. Describe the basic habitat requirements for wildlife species.

Lesson 3—Defining Wildlife Habitat and Recognizing Its Importance

Student Learning Objectives. Instruction in this lesson should result in students achieving the following objectives:

1. Describe and list the types of wildlife habitat.

2. List habitat requirements for selected species of animal wildlife.

3. Describe habitat mix.

4. List the goals of habitat production.

5. Describe selected management practices for small areas of habitat.

Lesson 4—Conserving Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat

Student Learning Objectives. Instruction in this lesson should result in students achieving the following objectives:

1. Explain effects of pollution on wildlife.

2. Describe several ways habitat is destroyed.

3. Identify national conservation policies affecting wildlife.

4. Identify examples of wildlife conservation management.

5. Describe the steps in developing a wildlife management plan.

6. Describe several small area management practices.

Lesson 5—Creating Wildlife Habitat

Student Learning Objectives. Instruction in this lesson should result in students achieving the following objectives:

1. Explain how habitat growth is classified.

2. Describe the relationships of wildlife populations to habitat.

3. Identify earth changes that impact habitat.

4. Discuss the role of climate and weather in habitat production.

5. Explain the production of plants as food sources.
Lesson 6—Urban Wildlife
Student Learning Objectives. Instruction in this lesson should result in students achieving the following objectives:

1. Discuss problems that humans face with wildlife and urban sprawl.
2. List the wildlife species that may be considered a nuisance to urban areas.
3. Identify agencies that handle wildlife species that may be considered a nuisance.
4. List wildlife species that are considered to be attractive to people in urban areas.
5. List management practices for urban wildlife.

Unit E:
Fish Management


Lesson 1—Fish Anatomy and Identification

Student Learning Objectives. Instruction in this lesson should result in students achieving the following objectives:

1. Define terms associated with fish anatomy.

2. List and describe the external features of a typical fish.

3. Identify common freshwater fish species found in South Carolina waters.

4. Identify common saltwater fish species found in the coastal waters of South Carolina.  

Lesson 2—Freshwater Fishes

Student Learning Objectives. Instruction in this lesson should result in students achieving the following objectives:

1. Define terms associated with freshwater fishes.

2. Distinguish between freshwater and saltwater habitats.

3. Describe the spawning process by which fish reproduce.

4. Describe and analyze the roles that the following fish categories play in the freshwater habitats:

a. Catfishes

b. Sunfishes

c. Salmonids

d. Perches

e. Sturgeons

f. Minnows and Suckers

Lesson 3—Anadromous and Diadromous Fishes

Student Learning Objectives. Instruction in this lesson should result in students achieving the following objectives:

1. Describe the difference between anadromous, diadromous, and catadromous species of fish.

2. Name some common anadromous fish.

3. Describe the life cycle of anadromous fish.

4. Explain the spawning process that is common among andromous fish.

Lesson 4—Saltwater Fishes and Fauna

Student Learning Objectives. Instruction in this lesson should result in students achieving the following objectives:

1. Define terms associated with saltwater fishes and fauna.

2. Describe the characteristics of a marine biome.

3. List the characteristics of cartilaginous fish describe their roles in the marine ecosystem.

4. Describe the roles of mackerel, tuna, and marlins in the ocean environment.

5. Discuss the environmental factors that may have contributed to the body shape and anatomy of flatfishes.

6. List common food fishes and explain their role in the food web.

7. Describe the roles of sea bass and groupers in saltwater habitats.

8. List the characteristics mollusks and define their roles in the marine environment.

9. List and describe the characteristics of crustaceans.

10. List common marine plants and describe their role in the environment.    

Unit F:
Reptiles and Amphibians


Lesson 1—Identifying and Classifying Reptiles
Student Learning Objectives. Instruction in this lesson should result in students achieving the following objectives:

1. Describe the characteristics and types of Reptiles
2. Identify common poisonous snakes found in South Carolina
3. Identify common nonpoisonous snakes of South Carolina.
4. List the proper safety precautions that should be taken when dealing with snakes and snake bites

Lesson 2—Identifying and Classifying Amphibians
Student Learning Objectives. Instruction in this lesson should result in students achieving the following objectives:

1. Describe the characteristics and types of amphibians
2. Identify common amphibians found in South Carolina
3. Describe the life cycle of amphibians.

Unit G:
Game Birds Management


Lesson 1—Identifying and Classifying Game Birds

Student Learning Objectives. Instruction in this lesson should result in students achieving the following objectives:

1. Describe the characteristics and types of quail.

2. Describe the characteristics and types of pheasant.

3. Describe the characteristics of wild turkey
Lesson 2—Identifying Foods and Environmental Requirements

Student Learning Objectives. Instruction in this lesson should result in students achieving the following objectives:

1. Identify the food requirements of popular game birds.

2. Identify the environmental requirements of popular game birds.

Lesson 3—Raising Game Birds

Student Learning Objectives. Instruction in this lesson should result in students achieving the following objectives:

1. Identify the important factors in hatching game bird eggs.

2. Identify the important factors in brooding game birds.

3. Identify the important factors in growing game birds.

4. Explain the management of a game bird breeder stock.

5. Identify the important factors in feeding game birds.

6. Explain the important components of disease control in game birds.

Lesson 4—Evaluating Wildlife Habitats

Student Learning Objectives. Instruction in this lesson should result in students achieving the following objectives:

1. Explain the four basic habitat requirements.

2. Identify the stages of habitat growth.

3. Identify the goals of habitat management.

Lesson 5—Managing Wildlife Populations

Student Learning Objectives. Instruction in this lesson should result in students achieving the following objectives:

1. Explain the relationship of populations to habitat.

2. Explain the concept of population status.

3. Explain habitat factors that affect wildlife populations.

4. Describe the role of disease and predation on animal wildlife.

Lesson 6—Harvesting and Preparing Game Birds

Student Learning Objectives. Instruction in this lesson should result in students achieving the following objectives:

1. Describe how game birds can be harvested.

2. Describe how harvested game birds are prepared.

Unit H:
Game Animals Management


Lesson 1—Identifying and Classifying Game Animals

Student Learning Objectives. Instruction in this lesson should result in students achieving the following objectives:

1. Understand scientific classification.

2. Distinguish between vertebrate and invertebrate animals.

3. Describe groups of vertebrate animals.

4. Describe groups of invertebrate animals.

Lesson 2—Identifying Foods and Environmental Requirements

Student Learning Objectives. Instruction in this lesson should result in students achieving the following objectives:

1. Describe essential nutrients needed by animals.

2. Identify food sources of plant origin.

3. Identify environmental factors that affect the food supply.

4. Describe ways that humans can supplement the natural food supply.

Lesson 3—Raising Fur-Bearing Animals

Student Learning Objectives. Instruction in this lesson should result in students achieving the following objectives:

1. Identify animals raised for fur.

2. Identify states where fur farming is common.

3. Describe requirements necessary for quality care of fur producing animals.

4. Describe the yearly production cycle of fur farming.

Lesson 4—Evaluating Wildlife Habitats

Student Learning Objectives. Instruction in this lesson should result in students achieving the following objectives:

1. Understand how wildlife habitats are classified.

2. Describe habitat requirements.

3. Identify the stages of habitat succession.

4. Describe habitat community.

5. Describe a mixed habitat.

Lesson 5—Managing Wildlife Populations

Student Learning Objectives. Instruction in this lesson should result in students achieving the following objectives:

1. Describe the relationships between animals and plants or other animals.

2. Describe population density and the population curve.

3. Identify problems associated with managing wildlife.

Lesson 6—Harvesting and Preparing Game Animals

Student Learning Objectives. Instruction in this lesson should result in students achieving the following objectives:

1. Describe the uses of animal wildlife.

2. Describe hunting controls.

3. Describe procedures for hunting common game animals.

4. Describe methods of preparing game.

Unit I:
Safety and Ethics


Lesson 1—Understanding Hunting Safety

Student Learning Objectives. Instruction in this lesson should result in students achieving the following objectives:

1. Explain hunting as a sport.

2. List important regulations that govern hunting.

3. Explain firearm handling and safety.

4. Explain firearm safety in the home.

5. List basic survival rules.

Lesson 2—Understanding Hunting Ethics

Student Learning Objectives. Instruction in this lesson should result in
students achieving the following objectives:

1. Define hunting and shooting.

2. Describe hunting heritage and why people hunt.

3. Discuss hunting rights and privileges.

4. List the five stages of a hunter.

5. Discuss land ethics.

Lesson 3—Identifying Hunting Equipment

Student Learning Objectives. Instruction in this lesson should result in students achieving the following objectives:

1. Identify primitive hunting devices.

2. Identify modern firearms.

3. Describe ammunition and how it works.

Lesson 4—Examining Boating and Fishing Safety

Student Learning Objectives. Instruction in this lesson should result in students achieving the following objectives:

1. Explain the difference between commercial fishing and sport fishing.

2. Discuss legal regulations regarding fishing and boating.

3. Describe baiting a hook safely.

4. Explain equipment and animal safety.

5. Identify common causes of accidents when boating.

Unit J  Developing Communication Skills
Lesson 1—Introduction to Communication

Student Learning Objectives: Instruction in this lesson should result in students achieving the following objectives:


1. Define communication and explain its purpose.


2. Identify the components of the communication process.


3. Identify the five different levels of communication.


4. Explain the barriers of successful communication.


5. Explain the relationship between communication and leadership.

Lesson 2—Organizing and Presenting a Persuasive Message

Student Learning Objectives: Instruction in this lesson should result in students achieving the following objectives:


1. Explain the steps in preparing a persuasive message.


2. Describe delivery techniques in a persuasive message.

Lesson 3—Using Communication Skills In Appropriate Situations

Student Learning Objectives: Instruction in this lesson should result in students achieving the following objectives:


1. Understand the role of communication skills in the workplace.


2. Understand how to present a problem to a supervisor.


3. Identify the techniques used in requesting information from a 


    supervisor.


4. Explain the role of written communication in an agribusiness.

Unit K  Gaining Employment 

Lesson 1—Developing Goals

Student Learning Objectives: Instruction in this lesson should result in students achieving the following objectives:


1. Explain the process of goal setting.


2. Describe the terms and types of goals.


3. Explain some aspects of effective goals.

Lesson 2—Finding a Job

Student Learning Objectives. Instruction in this lesson should result in students achieving the following objectives:


1. Describe information sources for job opportunities.


2. Develop a system to evaluate job openings.

Lesson 3—Applying for a Job

Student Learning Objectives. Instruction in this lesson should result in students achieving the following objectives:


1. Explain how to research a job opportunity.


2. Describe two methods of applying for a job.


3. Identify the common types of information requested on a job application 

    form..

Lesson 4—Writing a Résumé and Letter of Application

Student Learning Objectives. Instruction in this lesson should result in students achieving the following objectives:


1. Explain the purpose of a résumé.


2. List the main items that should be included in a résumé.


3. Describe the purpose of a letter of application and its primary elements.

