South Carolina Association of Agricultural Educators

Executive Committee

Minutes
Blythewood High School

April 11, 2006


Members present:

President, Steve McCannon; Secretary-Treasurer, Barry Hawkins; Lower State Region Vice President, Pat Black; Piedmont Region Vice Presidents, Abbie Piotrowsky and Melanie Birchmore; Mid State Region Vice President, Tom Willingham; Pee Dee Region Vice Presidents, Al Gray and Joan Alexander; State Director of Public Affairs, John Parris; State Director, Billy Keels; Associate Director, Steve Sanderson; and SC FFA Secretary-Treasurer, Keith Cox.
- Steve McCannon called the meeting to order and opened with an invocation.

Barry Hawkins gave a financial report. The account balance was $9190.37. Barry requested that the vice presidents find the years of experience, Teacher of Teachers, and Ideas Unlimited  from the members at the district meetings. Steve McCannon requested that nominations be obtained for the John Parris award and informed the committee that all applications for the Teacher of Year and the Program of Year have not been submitted. These applications must be submitted to Steve McCannon by April 26 if they are to be considered.  Harry Dubose has requested that Billy Witherspoon be nominated for the John Parris Award.  

- Billy Keel- distributed the agenda for the spring region meetings. Billy explained that the increase in camp cost was the result of the camp advisory committee’s request.

- Pat Black gave an update on the up coming flower presentation at the State House on April 19th at 11:00 a.m.  Flowers can be brought at 10:00 a.m.  Each chapter is asked to contribute 3 flats each. Mr. Parris needs to know what officers will be attending. Mr. Parris gave list of people that will attend the Flower Presentation.
- Mr. Parris also told us he had been able to reduce his budget by $19,000 by changing publishers for the magazine and by bundling the Internet provider service and phone bills. Mr. Parris informed us that the only agriculture magazine allowed at Welcome Centers by the S.C. Parks, Recreation, and Tourism Department was the AgriBiz.
- Mr. Parris mentioned that the Clemson Alumni Board would like for the National FFA officer and State FFA Officers to attend their next meeting which will be the same day the State FFA Convention adjourns.

- Mr. Parris shared several great newspaper articles and stated that Tom Willingham is writing a monthly column for the Blythewood paper. He informed the committee that Tom had 3 articles about him and his students in one paper. It was mentioned Tom was on the Farm-City Committee for Richland County this year.

- Mr. Parris has submitted a grant for repairs at the camp.

- Billy Keels mentioned that the SCAAE Conference will be held July 17 – 19. 

Rooms have been blocked at the Courtyard by Marriott and the Holiday Inn at Broadway at the Beach for a cost of $89.00 a night

- The Young Farmer summer tour will be begin on Thursday, July 20, and continue until mid-afternoon on Friday,. July 21.
- There was discussion on where to have the banquet and whom to invite as a guest speaker.  Two possible choices were discussed. They were Mr. Robert Brooks who owns Hooters and Rep. Henry Brown.  It was decided to seek a site for the banquet.

It was discussed that Barry Hawkins would assume the responsibilities of the conference since Roger Estridge was recovering from an accident.
Adjourned. 

