SCAAE Executive Board Minutes

September 8, 2011

Farm Bureau – Cayce, S.C.

· Board members in attendance: Bert Beasley, Amanda Nichols, Mindy Sandifer, Darla Steele, Kevin Sox, Lisa Stansell, Mindy Sandifer, Keith Cox, Billy Keels, Steve Sanderson, Robin Lutton, Meghan Wood, Margaret Shelton, and Lee Mayfield

Meeting was called to order at 4:40pm.  Kevin Sox provided an invocation.

Mindy Sandifer presented the Treasurer’s Report and the report was approved as presented.

Mindy Sandifer read the minutes from the April meeting and the minutes were approved as presented.

Region Meetings

Keith presented each officer with a description of duties.  Discussion of the handling of awards was held.  Mindy made the motion to keep the awards under the duties of the Past-President with the assistance of the Secretary/ Treasurer.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.

Steve provided VP’s with their duties for upcoming regional meetings.  He asked that teachers be reminded to grow plants for Plant Presentation Day in the Spring and that the nominator must complete the NAAE application for Teacher Mentor Award with assistance from the nominee.

The 2011- 2012 calendar of events was distributed.  The calendar is different from the first calendars issued this summer.  Some dates are subject to change due to availability of locations for events.

Summer Conference
Kevin reminded the board that as of the last board meeting, the SCAAE Summer Conference will move throughout the state among the 4 regions.  It is up to the President – Elect to determine location.

Billy voiced that the staff plans to hold 1 ½ hour workshops instead of the 3 hr. workshops to narrow the conference down to a 2 day event.

Kevin made the motion to accept the proposed location and dates of the 2012 SCAAE Summer Conference in Aiken, S.C.  along side the SCYFAA Summer Tour during July 18 – 21st, 2012.  Darla seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

Kevin stated that workshops will be kept as close to the headquarters of the conference as possible.

Mindy suggested adding a Powerpoint for the awards at the SCAAE banquet from the pictures submitted with the award applications to increase the honor of the awards and increase attendance at the banquet.  Darla suggested that we contact the supervisor of each state winner to get one or two lines about their work ethic to provide during the SCAAE Banquet.  Keith supplemented saying that we should also invite school administrators of award winners to the banquet.

Steve added that we should invite retirees and their families and provide them with an opportunity to speak.

Discussion of the day that the banquet should be held during the conference was held.  Wednesday was decided to be the best night for the event to improve attendance.

NAAE Region V Summer Conference

The 2012 Region V Conference will be held in Charleston, S.C. on June 24 – 26, 2012.  Following a slideshow of possible hotel locations for the event from Billy, the board discussed favorites and questions that would need to be answered.  

Kevin made the motion to host the event at the Charleston Harbor Resort and Marina.  Motion was seconded and passed unanimously.

Keith and Steve stated that they will price options such as meal functions, activities, and meetings in the coming months.

Mindy asked that they price a possible meal at the Charleston Aquarium.

Steve asked that we determine the number of meals that we will need to provide for the event.  Mindy stated that we will need a registration form and some basic information to distribute during the NAAE Convention in mid-November.

SCAAE Awards

Steve stated that there is a change in the delivery date of the SCAAE Awards from Dec. 1st to Feb. 1st.  Following discussion of the delivery date, Mindy asked if winners had to be paying members of the SCAAE/ NAAE to win the awards.  Steve stated that those nominated should be paying members or should pay their dues prior to submitting their application once nominated.

Kevin made the motion to accept the delivery date changes as discussed and Robin seconded.  Motion passed.

AG ED Report

Billy reported that there has been some concern expressed from Tom Dobbins regarding the movement of AGED from McAdams.  Computer Science is supposed to be moving in, but there is still some uncertainty of what exactly AG ED stands to lose with the move.

Billy stated that the movement of money from the grant for Regina’s, Jamie’s, and Carl’s positions has been a positive move.  The move shows AG ED profiting $100,000 more than originally and speaks loudly of our group at Clemson.

Kevin voiced concern over the number of teachers/ state staff that will be retiring in the next 10 – 15 years.  He asked if the support will continue from Clemson with all that loss of staff and educators.  Billy stated that the support from Clemson has been better than many think.  The budget went untouched this year after expecting to have cuts for state staff budget.  Billy stated that there is a state law that says that Clemson must support Ag Ed in SC high schools.

Mindy expressed the importance of our veteran teachers reaching out to the new teachers in each region to keep them in their jobs.  One particular teacher near her is struggling badly and was ready to breach her contract.

Megan stated that the Teacher Turn the Key program through the NAAE really changed her outlook on her teaching career and that we should really encourage our newer teachers to pursue that program.  Mindy agreed that her experience was awesome too.  Billy suggested that they share their experiences at the region meetings.

Billy reported that a 5th pathway has been added.  It is the Biosystems Technology pathway in either 4 – 1 unit courses or 2 – 2 unit courses.  He suggested that all teachers take the Biosystems courses from Caye Drapcho if planning to add this pathway.

FFA Update

Keith distributed information on the Aim for Ag Sporting Clays Event that will support SC 4H and FFA.  He asked that we remind everyone at region meetings that FFA Cards will be needed to enter the fair this year.  Also, he asked everyone to remind teachers of the new FFA Individual Award Scholarships that will be presented at the State Fair Day.  The deadline is Oct. 1st and the application is now online for 4 - $500 scholarships.

Keith distributed a graph of FFA membership over the past 2 years and stated that membership has increased.  He stated that the 30 year goal is to have 6,000 members and he hopes the affiliate program will help us to reach this goal.

He also stated that there was a net gain of programs this year.

Keith distributed handouts on the upcoming COW’s and CDE’s.  He reminded everyone that Katie Simpson is our National Officer Candidate this year and is working very hard with Regina to prepare.  He stated that another state’s national officer candidate is attending Clemson, but that we have not offered to assist him in his training.  This is the first time ever that Clemson has had 2 national officer candidates from 2 different states as students.

Keith asked that we notify him of any suggestions regarding the judging of FFA awards now and NOT in the spring at judging time.

Mindy suggested a workshop during summer conference on proficiency and chapter awards to mock judging of the awards.  This would be an opportunity for teachers to learn from others applications.

Mindy asked for assistance in manning the Hall of States booth during National FFA Convention.  She will email Keith and Steve a sign-up sheet for times during the booth’s display.

SCYFAA 

Steve reported that the Winter Institute this year is in Kansas City, MO.  Tim Keown will represent SC as the Advisor of the Year and Tim Kelly will be running for National Secretary at the event.  The hotel this year is less than $100 per night and the registration is less than $300 making this institute one of the cheapest so far.  Steve encouraged members to attend.

The SCYFAA Conv. will be held in Columbia on Jan. 20 – 21st, 2012 at the Marriott.  There is a possibility of a tour of the new SC Farmer’s Market during the convention.  Aiken will be bidding the summer tour.
Other Business

Mindy reminded the board that the SCAAE used to sponsor a hole for the Annual CAFLS Alumni Golf Tournament.  The proceeds profit student scholarship in CAFLS at Clemson.  She asked the board consider once again serving as a hole sponsor at a $500 donation.

Darla made the motion to become a hole sponsor of the tournament.  Kevin seconded. The motion passed.

Meeting was adjourned at 6:52pm
