82nd Annual South Carolina FFA Convention

Information Sheet

GENERAL:

Convention activities will take place June 10- 12, 2009 on the Clemson University Campus.  All local school district policies for field trips and overnight activities must be adhered to for this activity. This should be a school-related event for your program.  Your local school district policies must be followed, and your district should maintain responsibility of students as in any other school event. 

PRE-REGISTRATION (Must be postmarked no later than May 22, 2009):
Pre-registration of delegates, award recipients, CDE participants, other FFA members, advisors and chaperones is necessary for the convention staff to prepare packets containing, programs, housing space and meal plans for participants prior to your arrival.  T-shirts will be provided to those who pre-register.  Also, insurance coverage can only be provided for those who pre-register.  Others will not be covered under the university’s policy.  

REGISTRATION:
Fees:

The convention registration fee will be $16.00 and must be paid by check, purchase order, or money order before May 22, 2009.  Each participant including members, advisors, chaperones and other guests regardless of time attending will pay the registration fee.  This fee covers the T-shirts, university charges, entertainment and other expenses.

Meals:

The cost of the meal plan is $35.00 and this will cover Wednesday’s dinner through Friday morning’s breakfast.  Individual meal tickets for campus meals cannot be purchased through this office, but can be paid for at the cafeteria before dinning. The cost is the almost the same. If you are planning on eating out with your members, you might want to purchase meals individually.  
Parking:
There will be a per day charge for parking this year. This is new and when all of the information is released we will get it to you as soon as possible.
Housing:

Option 1:  Chapters that choose to stay on campus will be assigned to the Campus dorms (Greek Quad – Girls & Boys).  You and your students will need to bring sheets, towels and a pillow since the University does not provide such items.  Room rates are $36.00 (double occupancy) per room per night.  If you are arriving on campus Tuesday, please let us know so we may inform housing. Also there will be a $50 charge for any key that is lost or not returned.  

Option 2:  Chapters that choose to stay off campus can make reservations with any one of several hotels in the area. Below are a few. Blocks of rooms are not being held. Special rates are being given at local hotels.  Be sure to make reservations early to receive the quote below.

Hotel                                    Phone                              Rate per Night (plus Tax)
Ramada Inn  

(864) 654-7501                         $59+
Sleep Inn    

(864) 653-6000                         $74.95+
Comfort Inn  

(864) 653-3600                         $62+
Hampton Inn
      
(864) 653-7744                        $109+
Days Inn   

(864) 653-4411                         $69+
PICK UP OF MATERIALS:

Registration packets can be picked up in the lobby of the Brooks Center. Room keys for campus lodging and meal cards will be picked up in the lobby of the Norris (In Greek Quad). Registration will be open on Wednesday, June 10th at 11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  Please try to plan your travel to arrive at this time.
PAST STATE FFA, NFA OFFICERS AND STAFF 
The former State FFA, NFA Officers, State Agriculture Education Staff will be recognized on Wednesday night activities. 
HONORARY DEGREE CEREMONY:

Honorary Degree Ceremony will be held Thursday. 
CAREER DEVELOPMENT EVENTS: 
CDE’s check in at 8:30 a.m. with contest starting at 9:00 a.m. on the Morning of Thursday, June 11th in the following locations.
Locations to be announced. Check at the registration desk for the most current location.

BUSINESS SESSION:  

Each chapter should have their two delegates attend the Business Session of the Association on Wednesday, June 10th at 3:00 p.m. in the Brooks Auditorium.  The delegates will vote on several important items of business
SPEAKERS: 
On Thursday, our National FFA Vice President Riley Branch will address the convention. Riley will also present a workshop for our FFA members Thursday morning. Heather King Davis State Secretary 1999-2000 will be welcome once again to the stage to share her experiences with the FFA and agriculture. 
CLEMSON UNIVERSITY TOURS
Academic Tours of Agriculture & Natural Resources – Wednesday morning at 10:00 AM and at 1:00 PM in the afternoon members will be escorted around Clemson University to explore the majors in the College of Agriculture, Forestry, and Life Sciences. We will have the following tours of majors:

Horticulture and Turf
Agriculture Mechanics and Business

Forestry and Wildlife

Animal Science 
Agriculture Biotech 
Agriculture Education

                                             

                                                       

Sight Seeing Tours of Clemson University– Thursday morning during the CDE’s members  can contact the Visitors Center to be escorted around Clemson University’s campus to learn the about the academic programs across the University as well as some basic history. To plan your tour, go to 
 http://www.clemson.edu/visitors/
PERMISSION FORMS

The SC FFA Parental Permission Form, Redfern Health Center Form, and the Release of Liability Form (required by Clemson this year) will need to be filled out by members that attend the Convention. These forms can be located on the scaged web site
ENTERTAINMENT: Rik Roberts
Born in Lexington, KY, Rik was instilled with down home values and the type of politeness and courtesy you get used to in a small town. He started his comedy career in Columbus, OH while working a day job at Simon & Schuster Publishing. Early comedy experiences included landing a spot with the nation’s top touring improvisation comedy troupe “Midwest Comedy Tool & Die.” Beginning in 1997, Rik started headlining at America’s top comedy clubs. Nearly ten years later Rik has become a favorite at The Improv, The Punchline, Funny Bone, The Stardome, Zanies – you name it! It was this background that led to his current career of corporate entertaining.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ACTIVITIES:      

This year we will be having the Union social again. We have rented the Union on Thursday night from 8:30 – 11:00 PM. We have exclusive excess to the bowling lanes, pool tables, ping pong tables, air hockey, darts, foosball, and the lounge as a gathering place. It’s a great way for your students to meet with the state officers and other members from around the state.


DORMITORY CHECK OUT PROCEDURE:
You will need to check out of the dormitories on Friday morning.  A check out location in the dorms will be open from 7:00-8:00 a.m. All keys must be turned in at check out time.  There is a $50 charge for any key that is lost or not return.
2009 South Carolina FFA Convention

Clemson University – June 10 - 12, 2009
Pre-Registration Form

{Must be received by May 22, 2009}

Chapter: __________________      ______ 
Advisor: _____________________

Housing Option:


__ On – Campus:               # of Nights:                      Date of Arrival: __________ 

                                                       (Please complete & attach the housing roster form for on-campus housing.)

__ Off – Campus                                                           (list hotel)

	Nominating Committee Member (no registration fee; room provided)

	NAME
	M/F
	T-shirt Size

	
	
	

	Attendees

	NAME
	Advisor/Chaperone
	Student
	M/F
	T-shirt Size

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Use second sheet for additional attendees. 

	
Pre-Registration Fee:
	
                            attending
	
X $16.00 = 
	

	
	
	
	

	Housing:
	            rooms x _____ nights
	X $36.00 = 
	

	
	
	
	

	Meal Plans:
	                   # of tickets
	X $35.00 = 
	

	
	(covers Wed. dinner through Fri. breakfast)
	

	
	TOTAL:
	


Please make checks payable to SC FFA Association

Mail to:
Brenda Baldwin
Sandhill REC
PO Box 23205
Columbia, SC 29224-3205

	Additional Attendees:

	NAME
	Advisor/Chaperone
	Student
	M/F
	T-shirt Size

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


