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Purpose:

The application of conservation practices has become more important for today’s agricultural production. Best management practices (BMP) have led to better soil, water, air, plant, animal, and human quality. This contest is designed to commend members who are outstanding stewards of the land because of their effective use of conservation practices or systems.

General Rules and Regulations:
1.
Program is designed to include all phases of family life and should reflect all accomplishments to date.

2.
Contest open to all Young Farmer members in good standing with the South Carolina Young Farmer and Agribusiness Association.
3.
Each Young Farmer competing in the contest must submit the completed application form along with supporting evidence to the SCYFAA State Office before December 1.    If additional space is required, refer to and attach to application.

4.
A winner of any award is only eligible to receive a higher award in the future.

5.
The basis of judging participants is on a point system as indicated in the application form to determine the highest scoring individuals.

6.
The Young Farmer State Executive Committee and an NRCS representative will select the state winners.

Awards:

$300 cash and an engraved plaque to state winner.

SUBMIT TO:

Steve Sanderson

115 N. Harvin St.

5th Floor

Sumter, SC 29150

Application

Description of Farming/Agribusiness Operation  (10 points)

· Full-time, part-time, history, scope, number of acres, crops, livestock, etc...

Conservation Planning

· Problems and opportunities identified  (10 points)

· Objectives  (15 points)

Conservation Practices Applied  (30 points)


. Did you follow an approved NRCS plan and apply the practices according to NRCS design standards? If not, then how did you attain the installation of the practices?

Results (20 points)

· Include operation efficiency, reduction of costs, environmental stewardship (land and livestock) and benefits to wildlife through habitat enhancement.

Educational Programs (10 points)

· List meetings or classes attended by Young Farmer and/or spouse to enhance knowledge regarding conservation methods.
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